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the point of crying out, "Nous sommes trahis!" They are
always suspicious, and Marat's popularity among them was
due to the fact that he was the very genius of suspicion.
Marat openly confessed that he suspected every man with
money or authority of any sort to be a " contre-revolutionnaire,"
and very many persons thought the same thing, though they
did not express it so clearly. This feeling of suspicion was
inborn in them, and it is unnecessary to describe the massacres
in the prisons as being the result of an elaborate plot when
there were perfectly natural reasons for their taking place.
What is indeed surprising is, that all the constituted authorities
should not have been able to check the massacres when they
had begun; that the Assembly, the ministers, the national
guards, and the municipality alike allowed the dreadful deeds
to be done by a mere handful of men. The brave volunteers
on the Champ de Mars did not actually massacre the prisoners,
but they permitted them to be massacred. At the outside,
throughout the September massacres, there were not two
hundred murderers, the official list says 173; and yet not a
single battalion of the National Guard, not a single group of
men collected by chance and seeing the terrible scene, inter-
fered to prevent its completion. No soldier, no volunteer, no
passer-by, interfered to save the wretched prisoners from their
fate. For this reason, Paris, with all its inhabitants, must
bear the blame of the massacres; and, at the same time, this
apathy on the part of the people of Paris shows clearly enough
that the massacres in the prisons were not regarded with dis-
gust by them at the time, but possibly as a convenient means of
disposing of a very inconvenient body of prisoners. This said, it
becomes unnecessary to minutely examine who ought to have
stopped the perpetration of these murders. It was every man's
duty, and yet, as often occurs, no man interfered. The first
massacre arose by chance, and'no one had the courage or the
humanity to interfere during the three days of bloodshed.
The massacresl began at midday on Sunday, September 2,

1 The best authorities on the massacres in the prisons are Mortimer-
Ternaux, ^stoire de la Ten em, vol. iii,; Les Massacres tie. Sepfembre, in